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very existence was at stake, but neither Russia nor
Austria nor France knew the secret of Prussian
thrift. The time might come when even Elizabeth
and the Pompadour would confess that the game
was no longer worth the candle. The French, in
particular, were not all blind to the fact that they
were losing their Empire to England in order to
gratify the spite of the King's mistress against the
King of Prussia. Would they hold to the Austrian
alliance even for another year ?

The event falsified the hopes of Frederick. With
some relaxation of intimacy, the Austro - French
league was renewed, and the King perceived that
he must henceforward hold Prussia like a huge be-
leaguered fortress. Five Powers were still encamped
upon his frontiers and ready to break in upon him.
Like all resolute garrisons, therefore, the Prussians
had recourse to sallies, and some of these met with
much success. By sudden forays Henry and Ferdi-
nand destroyed the magazines that were being
formed by the Austrians and Imperialists and so
retarded the invasion of Prussia, which could not
proceed without them. Mere partisan inroads like
these were, however, insufficient to prevent Daun
from taking up a strong position at Mark-Lissa, with
Bohemia at his back and Saxony and Silesia open on
either hand. There he menaced Frederick while the
Russian host once more drew near to the Oder, over-
throwing as it came a Prussian force which had been
sent into Poland to destroy its magazines and pen it
in the swamps of the Vistula.

The story of this Polish campaign throws much